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Whatôs made of cardboard; about six inches all around and just about as tall, 

brightly colored, snow covered, a tree in front and a round hole in the back?  

If your answer is; an old time Dime Store, twenty-nine cent Christmas House or Chalet; 

keep on reading because kids, youôre in the right place - a warm, cheerful and memory packed place!  

A place thatôs not just any place but a magical place, a fairyland placeéa place unlike any other!  

A Place called:                                                                                                                                   

                                       "Papa Ted's Place!"                           
A            An In-Depth History of The Old Dimestore                                        
C                      Christmas Village Houses  

         

      AN ONLINE MUSEUM       The Full History      And Much More!  
 

  Letôs preview some photos and the fond reminiscences youôll find in this heart warming place 
 

As collectors, many of us have read most of the books, guides, manuals and catalogues of our favorite 

ótoysô. They concentrate mostly on the production, colors, variations and suggested values of those long 

ago treasures. The fantasy filled place youôre about to discover does that, but also adds a lot more.  
 

Rather than simply reciting the history of these charming cardboard houses, it also stimulates our imagi-

nation and adds the flavor of the times and conditions in which they were made, purchased and enjoyed; 

societal, political and economical. 
 

Here are a few examples of what youôll see and learn within the myriad pages of delightful pictures, an-

ecdotes and how-to projectsé there are lots (pun definitely intended) of those charmingly quaint Christ-

mas houses and many interesting related links.  
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Web Pick  

Jack discovers cardboard holiday treasures under his 1940 Christmas tree       

          Boxcar Jackõs   
by Jack Ahearn 



Reproduction Parts:  Paper Doors and  Windows 

Lookie! Your old beat-up houses can look new againéThanks to accurate repro 

windows brought to you by the Master, Ted Althof!   

REPAIR & RESTORATION:   Great Tips by Tom Hull                                 

! ÑÕÉÃË ÌÏÏË ÉÎÓÉÄÅȠ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ you'll come to love!  

Tips for building your own  
heirloom-quality houses 

 

Like to have ñlotsò of  Lionelôs #134  

bungalows?     

DIMESTORE DWELLINGS . . . remember these?         

 

 

http://www.littleglitterhouses.com/paul/vine_cottage/s_scale_final_graphics/tin_house_s_scale.pdf
http://www.wishbookweb.com/1933_Spiegel_Christmas_Catalog/index.htm


CHRISTMAS GARDENS AND OLDEN DAY PUTZES THRoughOUT THE YEARS 

Barb Healy - found in 2003 Putz page 

Robbie Lucke - found in 2010 Putz page 

Alleger Collectionðfound in 2003 Putz page            

Karl Fey - found in 2008 Putz page 

Pat Healy - found in 2009 Putz page 

Christine Ruer - found in 2009 Putz page   

 



A CHRISTMAS VISIT to the 1930ôs                         
 

New York - January 1938. "Unemployed Workers." Tree left from Christmas 1937.  
Probably they just acquired this as an after-Christmas castaway. Every one of these 
fellas was a kid once, and had a real Childhood Christmas. Now theyôre just trying to 
keep their ears from freezing, - but they have a Christmas tree! 

 Oh, the power Christmas has . . . 

The late 1930ôs brought us some  

Made-in-U.S.A. Christmas houses. 

Above is an example of ñDolliesò, 

made by Dolly Toy Co. of Ohio.           

Hey guys and galsédo these two look familiar? The boxed set 

of train-related buildings with a set of figures is an example of 

ñComposò.  Made in Japan, they were built mostly of gypsum. 

Iôll bet you got all or most of those figures. Any one have the 

very rare ñLionelò knock-off? 

 
  

 

 

 



Kidétell your folks to buy every light in that 

windowébecause they wonôt be able to buy 

any in 1942, ô43, ô44 or ô45!  

A Mighty Strong Gift to The Axis from the 

Link-Belt Corporation!  

A CHRISTMAS VISIT to WORLD WAR II            

February 1942: The A.C. Gilbert Factory  

just weeks later; same girl and another 

now assemble parachute flare canisters  

for the war, using same electric screw 

drivers that had been used making trains 

Jackôs Note: Notice the woman is wearing 

the same sweater and aproné.although 

several weeks apartéwar time shortage? 

December 1941: The A.C. Gilbert factory in 

New Haven, CT. Yes, the ñErector" Set Gilbert, 

who bought out the old Chicago American 

Flyer train Co. around 1938 and added electric 

trains to his other lines. Here a girl assembles a 

number of the last of the Gilbert Flyer 3-rail, 0

-gauge engines. Looks like the #565.                                      



 

Continued next page  

  Click on the 1933 Spiegel 

Christmas Sale Catalog to browse through complete full color 1930s 

through 1980s vintage Sears, Penneyôs, Lord & Taylor, Wards, 

Spiegel and FAO Schwarz Christmas catalogues.  

 

The Postwar Era 

Holiday Store Window,  

November 1950 

Plastic Town Light Covers, Early Post War   

Searôs Christmas Wishbook,  

1955                 

Made in Occupied Japan, 1945-48 

The covers were held to the neck of the bulb 

by this sliding stamped-metal piece, which 

BONUS FEATURE: Wishbook Web allows you to page through actual holiday catalogs 

from 1933 through 1988.  Christmas Village houses like the ones in Papa Tedôs Place can be 

found in many of them - 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_u7ckAuUVfoI/SyuAKSZFyQI/AAAAAAAAAIw/2verD1-4VYM/s1600-h/TrainSideViewBlog.jpg

