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Whatôs made of cardboard; about six inches all around and just about as tall, 

brightly colored, snow covered, a tree in front and a round hole in the back?  

If your answer is; an old time Dime Store, twenty-nine cent Christmas House or Chalet; 

keep on reading because kids, youôre in the right place - a warm, cheerful and memory packed place!  

A place thatôs not just any place but a magical place, a fairyland placeéa place unlike any other!  

A Place called:                                                                                                                                   

                                       "Papa Ted's Place!"                           
A            An In-Depth History of The Old Dimestore                                        
C                      Christmas Village Houses  

         

      AN ONLINE MUSEUM       The Full History      And Much More!  
 

  Letôs preview some photos and the fond reminiscences youôll find in this heart warming place 
 

As collectors, many of us have read most of the books, guides, manuals and catalogues of our favorite 

ótoysô. They concentrate mostly on the production, colors, variations and suggested values of those long 

ago treasures. The fantasy filled place youôre about to discover does that, but also adds a lot more.  
 

Rather than simply reciting the history of these charming cardboard houses, it also stimulates our imagi-

nation and adds the flavor of the times and conditions in which they were made, purchased and enjoyed; 

societal, political and economical. 
 

Here are a few examples of what youôll see and learn within the myriad pages of delightful pictures, an-

ecdotes and how-to projectsé there are lots (pun definitely intended) of those charmingly quaint Christ-

mas houses and many interesting related links.  
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Web Pick  

Jack discovers cardboard holiday treasures under his 1940 Christmas tree       

          Boxcar Jackõs   
by Jack Ahearn 



Reproduction Parts:  Paper Doors and  Windows 

Lookie! Your old beat-up houses can look new againéThanks to accurate repro 

windows brought to you by the Master, Ted Althof!   

REPAIR & RESTORATION:   Great Tips by Tom Hull                                 

! ÑÕÉÃË ÌÏÏË ÉÎÓÉÄÅȠ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ you'll come to love!  

Tips for building your own  
heirloom-quality houses 

 

Like to have ñlotsò of  Lionelôs #134  

bungalows?     

DIMESTORE DWELLINGS . . . remember these?         

 

 

http://www.littleglitterhouses.com/paul/vine_cottage/s_scale_final_graphics/tin_house_s_scale.pdf
http://www.wishbookweb.com/1933_Spiegel_Christmas_Catalog/index.htm


CHRISTMAS GARDENS AND OLDEN DAY PUTZES THRoughOUT THE YEARS 

Barb Healy - found in 2003 Putz page 

Robbie Lucke - found in 2010 Putz page 

Alleger Collectionðfound in 2003 Putz page            

Karl Fey - found in 2008 Putz page 

Pat Healy - found in 2009 Putz page 

Christine Ruer - found in 2009 Putz page   

 


